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A Federal Parliamentary Democ




Standards

SS6CG6 The student will compare and contrast various forms of government.

a. Describe the ways government systems distribute power: unitary, confederation, and
federal.

b. Explain how governments determine citizen participation: autocratic, oligarchic, and
democratic.

c. Describe the two predominant forms of democratic governments: parliamentary and
presidential.

SS6CG7 The student will explain the structure of the national government of Australia.
a. Describe the federal parliamentary democracy of Australia, distinguishing form of
leadership, type of legislature, and the role of the citizen in terms of voting and
personal freedoms.



Teachers

* Print off the following slide for each student.

« Have the students glue (or tape) the left side, “Australia’s
Government” to their Interactive Notebook. They will cut along the
lines of the right side (between each topic) so that they are flaps.

 The students will write facts/definitions inside of each flap while
discussing the presentation.
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Teachers

* Print off the following slide for each student.

 Have the students complete the Anticipation Guide BEFORE the
presentation to gauge what they already know about Australia’s
government.

*There are also economic-related questions in this guide, but the notes in
this presentation are government-related only. | have an “Australia’s
Economy” file in my store if you’re interested.



MName:

Political & Economic Systems of Avsiralia
Anticipation Guide

Directions: Maks predictions about the answers to the following questions BEFORE leaming sbout

this unit.

1. How is power distributed in a unitary
Qovernment?

A One nuler makes 2ll the dedsions for 2 country.
B Smaller units of government, like counties,
control the central government,

C A central government szigns power and duties
to smaller units of government within the courtry,

D The central government does not have mudh

powier over the smaller units of government in the
country,

2, Who represents the Queen in Australia’s
government?

A governor-general

B president

C prime ministar

[ senzte

3. In a confederation government, power lies
with the

A people,

B constitution,

C central government.,

D governments of member countries,

4, Which type of government divides power
between the central government and smaller
units such as states?

A confaderation

B federztion

C totalitarizn

D unitary

5. Which is true about democracies?
A Blections for beaders are a part of few

demacracies,

B There are many differant ways to set up 3
demaaracy.

C Kings or quesns rule autocratically in 2
demooratic government.

D Laws created in a democracy are mare likely to

protect the parliament,

6. Which country is dosest to having a

market economy?
A Australia

B Cuba
C Germany
D United States

7. Who sets the price for goods in Australia?
A Buyers and sellers agres upon price,
B The governor-general sets prices.

C Parliament sets a price for all foods,
D Prices for goods are set by foreign countries,

8. What action did Australia take to try to
stop fighting in Yugoslavia?

A embzrgo

B tanift

C quotz

D free trade

9. What is the currency used by people in
Australia?

A dolkars
B euros
C pounds
D pesos

10. What has helped Australia to have a high
Ghp?

A high taues

B uneducated workers

C new factories and businesses

D immigrants with low paying jobs
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Leil’s Review

GOVERNMENT SYSIEMS = WHO HAS THE POWERT

Unitary--power is held by one central authority

Confederation--association of independent states
that agree to certain limitations on their freedoms
by joining together

Federal--power is divided between central authority
& several regional authorities

Which system does Australia have?




Leil’s Review

GOVERNMENT [YPES = HOW DO CIIZENS
PAR TICIPATET

Autocracy-- 1 person possesses unlimited power &
citizens have limited role in government

Oligarchy-- small group exercises control & citizens
have limited role in government

Democracy--supreme power is vested in the people
& exercised by them directly or indirectly though a
system of representation involving free elections

Which type does Australia have?




Leil’s Review

] WO TYPES OF DEMOCRAINC GOVERNMENIS:

 Parliamentary- citizens elect members of

Parliament, and then the members select the leader
o Leader works with or through the legislature

* Presidential--system of government in which the
leader is constitutionally independent of the

legislature; citizens directly elect leader
o Leader works separate from legislature

. Which type does Australia have?




Ausiralia’s
Government

 Federation (federal system)
« Constitutional Monarchy
 Parliamentary Democracy



Parliament House in Canberra is home to Australia’s
government.
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Federal System

 Australia has a federal system, which
means that the national government and
the state governments SHARE power.

e There are 6 states and 2 territories in
Australia.
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South
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onstitutional Monarchy

 Constitutional Monarchy- A monarch inherits
the right to rule but is limited by laws and a
law making body elected by the people.

mmm ° Australia’s constitution lists the powers of the
government.

* The British monarchy, a king or queen, is the
head of state. However, since the monarchy
does not live in Australia, he or she chooses a

governor-general to act in his or her place... -




Leadership

W 1. Head of State: Monarch of the United
Kingdom (presently, Queen Elizabeth Il);
little political power

2. Governor General: stands in for the
monarch

3. Prime Minister: holds the most political
power; works closely with the legislature







Her Excellency The Honorable
Quentin Bryce

Governor General




The

onorable

Tony Abbot

Prime Minister




How Leaders Are Chos ;ﬂ

WS « Governor General: appointed by the

monarch on the advice of the Prime
Minister; the Constitution does not set a

length of term but most serve for 5
years

 Prime Minister: is the leader of the
majority party in the House of
BN Representatives; indirectly elected by

the people -




Legisiaiure

LEGLLAIURE = THE CENIRAL AUTHORITY OF A
OOVERNMENT

» Australia’s legislature is called
Parliament.
 The citizens of Australia vote for
members of Parliament.
o Members of Parliament belong to many
different political parties.




Parliament

BN . House of Representatives (150 seats): Australia is
divided into areas called electorates; people living in
each electorate vote for a person to represent them
in Parliament.

* The elected person becomes the member of
] parliament of the House of Representatives for
that area.

« Senate (76 seats): People from each state and the 2
territories elect people to be their senators
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Parliamentary
o Democracy

 Whichever political party has the most
members in the legislature selects the Prime

Minister.

W - This is the major difference between a Presidential

Democracy and a Parliamentary Democracy!

o Parliamentary Democracy — legislature
(Parliament) chooses Head of Government

(Executive Leader)

m Citizens vote for members of Parliament, members
choose the Prime Minister.




Role of the Citizen

 Citizens who are 18 - 70 are required by
law to vote.

* As a democracy, its citizens must
participate in voting and elections:
o They elect members of Parliament.

o They elect regional government
officials (state governors).

o They also vote on specific issues.




 Australia has 3 Branches of Government just like any other
Democratic Country.

e Executive Branch —this is the Prime Minister

* Legislative Branch —this is Parliament.
Parliament is made up of two groups: the
House of Representatives and the Senate

» Judicial Branch — made up of all the courts in
Australia
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Mame:

Directions: Fill im the chart below while reviewing the Auvstrafis 5 Sovermmrent notes, When yvou are finished with the chart, please

answer questions 1-% below.

Form of Leadership

Type of Legislature Role of Citizen

1. Whao is the head of state of Auwstralia?

4. Who represents the Queen in Australia’s government?

Z. Which government leader do ctizens in Australia vote into S. Who has the most political power in Australia’s government?

affice?

5. What three words could vou use to desoribe Australia’s

3. What responsibility to citizens of Australia have after their government?

18" birthday?




Directions: On the sticky notes below, write down two true statements/facts and one false statement/fact
about Australiz’s government, Don't label them! We are going to move around the dassroom and challenge
each other., Let's see if you can STUMP YOUR CLASSMATES!
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o " B CHTLAREN'S BOOR:

| PUSTRALERA’S GOVERNWENT

You will be creating a mini-children’s book on Australia’s government. ¥You can find all of the information that you will need for your
book in the "Australia’s Government” PowerPoint. As you are working on vour book, keep in mind that you will be writing for a younger
audience, so make sure that you present the information in a simple way that children will understand. Be sure to usa clear and simple
language, and to keep your id=as focused and brief. Remember, most children really enjoy the pictures in books, so be sure to include
colorful arbwork on eadh page.

Use the chart below to record the main ideas and details that you will use on each page of your book.

Cover Title?

Page 1 | What does the word "Australia”
rmean o you?

Page 2 | What does the word
“government” mean to you?

Page 3 | What is Austrahia’s government
called? Describe.

Page 4 | What is the form of leadership
in Australia? Describe.

Page 5 | What is the type of legislature
in Australia? Describe.

Page & | What is the role of tha citizen
in Australia? Describe.

Page 7 | Write 3 Questions for readers
to answer about your book.
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Austrolio’s Gov

1. Which has the most power in
Australian government?

& the constitution
B the people of Australiz

C the Quean
[ the High Court of Austrakiz

2. Which describes the government of the
country of Australia?

& confederate government

B federal government

C unitary government

[ autocratic government

3. Which statement BEST describes an
oligarchy?

A. A dictator holds all political power.

B The judicial branch shares power with the
legislature,

C & small growp runs the govermment,

[ The citizens vote on the leader of the

country,

4, What is the role of the governor-
general in Australia?

A represents the Queen in Australia

B acts as the chief executive of government
C waits for recommendstions from the prime
minister

[ b= the leader of the political party with the
most representatives in Parliament

5. Which BEST describes a result of
British colonization of Australia?

A, Australia is an old-fashioned country that is
governed by the Quean of Graat Britain.

B Australia is an old-fashioned country that is
very dependent on Great Britain,

C Australia is 3 modem, independent country,
which is dependent on Great Britzin,

[ Australia is 3 modemn, independent country,
but it still has a few ties with Great Britain.

Nama:
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6. Australia has a prime minister that is
elected through the legislature. This
means that Australia has a

& presidential democracy

B parliamentary democracy

C sutocratic democracy

[ direct democracy

7. What responsibility is required by law
for Australians over the age of 187

A mialrizge

B voling

C military service

[ attending collage

8. Australian citizens do not directly vote
any of the following people into office
EXCEPT

&. The governor-general,

B the monarch (Queen),

C the prime minister,

[ a member of Parliament.

Read the phrases below. Use the
information to answer question 9.

Signs bills into law
Is commander-in-chief for the military
Arte a5 head of state for Australia

Approves the governor-general

9. What do these phrases explain?

& dubies of the Queen in Australia

B duties of the Australian governor-general
C duties of the High Court of Australia

[ duties of Australia’s Commonweslth
Parliament

10. Who has the most political power in
Australia’s government?

A Quesn

B Governor General

 Prime Minister
D President



Teachers

Thank you for downloading this file. | hope you enjoy using it with your
students, and | can’t wait to read your feedback in my TPT store! ©

« For more Australia materials, please visit my store:
http://Iwww.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brain-Wrinkles

« |teach 6" grade Language Arts and Social Studies in Georgia, so my
products are aligned with Common Core (LA) and Georgia
Performance Standards (SS).

© Copyright 2013. Brain Wrinkles. All rights reserved. Permission is granted to copy pages specifically
designed for student or teacher use by the original purchaser or licensee. The reproduction of any other part
of this product is strictly prohibited. Copying any part of this product and placing it on the Internet in any form
(even a personall/classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so makes it possible for an Internet search to
make the document available on the Internet, free of charge, and is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA).
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